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Internet to get people involved,
but putting a website together
took longer than expected.

“We had to put a list up for
people to see what materials and
manpower we needed and create
rules and regulations. That took
another two and a half months,”
said Gauthier.

Once things finally came
together, it seemed like they were
too far behind, he said, and the
commitments Gauthier had
with local professionals for the
Blitz week were limited.

It was also shown that the
cost was more than expected, but
they decided to go ahead.

“I closed my business down
the last week in March to pre-
pare,” said Gauthier.

When the time came to
start the Blitz on June 4, a rain-
storm came through.

“The first two days of rain
made work difficult,” said
Gauthier. “The concrete form
(ICF) needs to be dry when we
put it down to adhere it to the
concrete. We had to use a blow-
torch to heat the concrete.”

Those two days slowed
progress, but work continued.
However, they weren’t moving
forward with actually putting
everything together in the house.
And due to the delays, Gauthier

lost his skilled laborers because
the time they could dedicate had
expired.

“When those skilled people
left, it was only me with a bunch
of unskilled volunteers,” said
Gauthier.

He said he was hoping work
would only last until the first of
July with small details. But he’s
still working on the project to
this day.

“I’ve made a commitment
to finishing,” said Gauthier.
“And because of the uniqueness
of the house, it’s not like I could
have left it for someone else to
finish.”

Gauthier thinks it will be
another four to five weeks until
the house is finished.

“It’s still been a very acceler-
ated build,” said Arakel
Sheppard.

“Although it didn’t happen
in one week, we don’t consider it
a failure in any way. It was gener-
ous of Chip to step up in the first
place, and even with the chal-
lenges (the project has) faced, he

remains committed to stay with
that until it’s finished.

“It is an amazing home. All
of our homes are energy effi-
cient. We’re committed to that,
but this is off the chart and takes
energy efficiency to another lev-
el. It’s exciting and fun to
introduce new technology to
some of the experienced trades-
people.”

Sheppard said when the

home is completed, its unique-
ness will be contained to its
energy-efficient interior, as
opposed to its current colorful
“Lego” look, when exterior sid-
ing is installed.

“I expect this to be the most
airtight and energy-efficient
house built in the history of
Habitat for Humanity,” said
Gauthier. “And we’ll have a test
report to prove that.”

The formwork used on the
project is called Insulating

Concrete Form, interlocking
modular units that are dry-
stacked — without mortar —
and filled with concrete.

The house also uses a geo-
thermal heat pump, a central
heating and/or cooling system
that uses the earth as a source of
heating/cooling.

No natural gas runs to the
house; it’s all electric, so solar
panels on the roof will offset the
energy cost of everything that’s
electric.

And it has one of the purest
air filtration systems around,
Gauthier said.

“Nobody has put this type of
energy-efficient equipment
together in one house,” he said.

“We’re past the point of
needing more manpower but still
need donations,” said Gauthier.
“We have local contractors who
are committed to the different
phases of the building — plumb-
ing electrical, painting, but none
for drywall.”

If you’re interested in donat-
ing services, materials or funds to
the project, visit www.NC
Habitat.org and look under Blitz
Build for information.

Ryan Gallagher is a University of Nevada
student working as an intern with The
Union.
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and would have no purview
over other land use-specific
issues, Barratt-Green said.

Conversely, code compli-
ance officers will not issue
citations relating to the mari-
juana ordinance.

Supervisor Nate Beason
said the idea was to protect
code compliance officers from
potentially dangerous situa-
tions.

Resident George Rebane
said he was concerned that the
differentiation between which
residential compliance situa-
tions are overseen by code
compliance and which are

addressed by law enforcement
will become less clear as time
passes.

Lee French, of the Alta
Sierra Homeowners
Association, said it was time for
the sheriff ’s office to begin
issuing citations.

“I have received and taken
a look at two grows that are
totally out of compliance,”
French said.

“It’s time that we did
something to show we are
going to support the medical
marijuana ordinance. We need
to move on with this.”
To contact Staff Writer Matthew Renda,
email mrenda@theunion.com or call
(530) 477-4239.
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“Although it didn’t happen in 
one week, we don’t consider it 

a failure in any way.”
— ARAKEL SHEPPARD

BY JULIET WILLIAMS

Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — A bill
that would ban the public display
of rifles and shotguns in most
California cities and towns was
on its way to the governor after
the state Assembly approved it
Wednesday over strenuous
objections from several lawmak-
ers.

Assemblyman Anthony
Portantino, D-La Canada-
Flintridge, said he initiated the
legislation in response to gun
rights advocates who began car-
rying unloaded long guns to
protest legislation approved last
year that prohibited the public
display of handguns.

Opponents, mainly
Republicans, called it an attempt
to infringe on Second
Amendment rights.

Supporters noted that the
latest legislation, AB1527, was
sought by the state police chiefs
association and the Peace
Officers Research Association of
California, which represents
local, state and federal law
enforcement officers.

Assemblyman Gil Cedillo,
D-Los Angeles, invoked a rash
of recent gun crimes, including
fatal shootings this summer

inside a movie theater in subur-
ban Denver and a Sikh temple
outside Milwaukee. None of the
high-profile incidents he refer-
enced are believed to have
included rifles or shotguns.

Assemblywoman Linda
Halderman, R-Fresno, chastised
Cedillo for bringing up the
Aurora shooting during what
was already a heated debate that
lasted more than an hour.
Halderman, a doctor, said she

hasn’t heard of anyone being
injured by an unloaded rifle,
unless they were hit over the
head with one.

“I really would be careful
about invoking Aurora,” she said.
“Human beings died there and
they died because of loaded
weapons.”

The legislation, if it is signed
by Gov. Jerry Brown, would
make it a misdemeanor for a per-
son to carry an unloaded long
gun in a public place in incorpo-
rated communities and in some
unincorporated communities.
There are numerous exemptions
for hunters, members of the mil-
itary and others, and the practice
would still be allowed in rural
areas.

Limited ban on openly 
carrying rifles heads to gov
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NEW ORLEANS —
Hurricane Isaac sidestepped
New Orleans on Wednesday,
sending the worst of its howling
wind and heavy rain into a clus-
ter of rural fishing villages that
had few defenses against the
slow-moving storm that could
bring days of unending rain.

Isaac arrived exactly seven
years after Hurricane Katrina
and passed slightly to the west of
New Orleans, where the city’s
fortified levee system easily han-
dled the assault.

The city’s biggest problems
seemed to be downed power
lines, scattered tree limbs and
minor flooding.

Just one person was reported
killed, compared with 1,800
deaths from Katrina in Louisiana
and Mississippi. And police
reported few problems with loot-
ing. Mayor Mitch Landrieu
ordered a dusk-to-dawn curfew
just to be sure.

But in Plaquemines Parish,
a sparsely populated area south of
the city that is outside the feder-
al levee system, dozens of people
were stranded in flooded coastal
areas and had to be rescued. The
storm pushed water over an 18-

mile levee and put so much pres-
sure on it that authorities
planned to intentionally puncture
the floodwall to relieve the strain.

“I’m getting text messages
from all over asking for help,”
said Joshua Brockhaus, an elec-
trician who was rescuing
neighbors in his boat. “I’m drop-
ping my dogs off, and I’m going
back out there.”

By midafternoon, Isaac had
been downgraded to a tropical
storm. The Louisiana National
Guard wrapped up rescue opera-
tions in Plaquemines Parish,
saying they felt confident they
had gotten everyone out and
there were no serious injuries but

would stay in the area over the
coming days to help, National
Guard spokesman Capt. Lance
Cagnolatti said.

Isaac’s maximum sustained
winds had decreased to 60 mph
by Wednesday evening. Even at
its strongest, Isaac was far weaker
than Hurricane Katrina, which
crippled New Orleans in 2005.

Because Isaac’s coiled bands
of rain and wind were moving at
only 6 mph — about the pace of
a brisk walk — the threat of
storm surges and flooding was
expected to last into a second
night as the immense comma-
shaped system crawled across
Louisiana.

Isaac steers clear of direct blow on New Orleans


